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Dear Parent/Guardian,

Your child’s early childhood program has partnered with Goodwill Easter Seals Miami Valley to coordinate developmental screenings for the children at your child’s early childhood program. This program is offered at no cost to families. Developmental screening provides a brief “glimpse” into your child’s development. It is not an IQ test or a readiness indicator for kindergarten. The screening can let parents know their child’s development is “on track” or alert parents to any areas of development that may benefit from additional follow-up.  All young children benefit from regular developmental screening and it is encouraged that each child has at least one standardized screening per year (more often for infants and toddlers).    
ABOUT THE SCREENING
Parents may be asked to complete an Ages and Stages (ASQ) and/or Infant/Toddler Communication checklist to monitor your child’s skills either through an online link or by paper questionnaire.  Your early childhood program will provide you with either the paper questionnaire and/or the screening link for their center (if your child’s program is enrolled in the GESMV Enterprise Screening Program). GESMV will review the submitted screening and assist your family or early childhood program with any needed follow-up based on the screening results. 
In the event of a monitor or delay score on your child’s screening, a GESMV Child Screening Specialist will schedule an onsite screening at your child’s early childhood program to further monitor any areas of concern. At any time, parents may request an onsite screening by a GESMV Child Screening Specialist to address a developmental concern, regardless of their child’s Ages and Stages screening results. Pending availability, GESMV may offer center-wide screenings at your program.   

Our program offers an onsite professionally administered screening for children ages six weeks to five years. These will be administered by GESMV Child Screening Specialists with background and experience in child development and early intervention. During an onsite screening, your child will be screened individually; taking approximately 15 - 20 minutes to complete. Most children enjoy the games, questions and individual attention.  If your child is uncomfortable, we will send a parent questionnaire home for you to complete in lieu of our screening. Parents and program staff will receive a copy of the screening results, along with any follow-up recommendations. This may include a phone call or email to discuss the screening and any recommendations. At times, parents may decide their child might benefit from further evaluation or monitoring and our program can assist with follow-up for supports that are available in the community.
PERMISSION FORM

It is necessary for a parent/guardian to complete an Annual Permission to Screen form before your child can participate in this screening partnership. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact:  

Betsy Krise, Child Outreach Coordinator @ 937-528-6460 or b.krise@gesmv.org 
5/19, 6/21, 7/21, 8/21
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